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GRAMMATICAL INTRODUCTION.
[The sections of this introduction correspond with those of Dr. Gilmore's
Grammar of Sgaw-Karen. In a large number of cases Dr. Gilmore's actual
phraseology is retained and it is hoped that the practical advantage which

accrue from this arrangement may mitigate the charge of plagiarism.]

1. The Pwo dialect of Karen is spoken by people who call themselves Sho é:]

or Hplon Mu-hteik tﬁggoSS. Sgaw Karens are called by Pwos, Shan §2 or

Hplon Hpa-hteik uﬁgo’]o&s. The alternative titles mean respectively Karens of
the mother and father stems. In Karen sex-couplets, the female element is
always given precedence which way perhaps be a vestige of matriarchy. The
inference in this present case is that Pwo, being the mother-stem, is the

senior of the two chief Karen dialects.

The Pwo dialect is split up into two chief sub-dialects which are called by
the people themselves V3s and »nzm)J. These dialects are sufficiently diverse
in pronunciation and vocabulary to make Karens who only know one resort
to Burmese when they wish to converse together. The V3s sub-dialect is
regarded as the senior and it is the pronunciation and vocabulary of this
sub-dialect which is preserved in the printed books. The V3s live for the
most part in Tenasserim Division and the »nzm| in the Delta of the
Irrawaddy. The two dialects are referred to in this work as Tenasserim Pwo
(T.P.) and Delta Pwo (D.P.)

2. The Pwos have an abundant store of traditions consisting of folk-lore and
legends strongly tinged with Buddhism. They have proved much more
susceptible to Burmese influence than their Sgaw brethren and their folk-lore

shows traces of this influence. Attempts have been made from time to time



to reduce these legends to writing and to give them the appearance of
incunabula by the use of palm-leaved pages and unfamiliar characters. The
Talaing alphabet has been used for this purpose but has never had any
vogue. Dr. Mason has preserved one of these legends in his "Synopsis of a

Grammar of the Karen Language."

3. The same erudite, if somewhat wayward, scholar was the pioneer of the
modern Pwo Karen script. Dr. Mason used English and Greek characters to
make up the defects of Burmese but the result was not very satisfactory, as
may be gathered from the fact that it was called by the Karens cﬁtaolgl.
"the scratchings of fowls!" Dr. Mason's system was simplified by Dr. Brayton
and it is this system which is now exclusively used in the printing of Pwo
books. In the present work the spelling is that of T.P; but where

pronunciation is indicated it is usually that of D.P.

4. The Alphabet.
The letters of the alphabet are derived from the Burmese characters with

certain modifications; there are twenty-five consonant and eleven vowel signs.

5. Consonants: --
m, 3 0, v, C,
°, @, 30, §,

», ®, 3, §,

v, v, M, v,

w, §, ©, o,

2 w, e, v,



6. Pronunciation.
With the exception of the following, the consonants are pronounced as in

Burmese: --

n is the uvular R the Northumbrian burr. » is the above preceded by the
velar fricative Ch heard in Scotch /och. When » is combined with o the n

sound is dropped and only Ch is heard.

9 is the trilled R
o is the Burmese 20
e is voiced H

v is pronounced by D.P. as v

7. Combination of consonants.

w, §, ©, o, may be combined with other consonants as follows: --

[ m [ w/ kya
@/m/s]/kra
M/ » /[ o / Ka
@/ ®m [ o/ kwa

8. The eleven vowel signs are: --

3, |, 2, %, 3, Fd

o O (=]
i, 2, B, B, B



9. 3 is the indeterminate vowel as a in above
=] back open vowel as a in father

3 front close vowel as ea in eat

3 front middle vowel as a in Jate

3 diphthong ai as in aisle

34 mixed half-open vowel as i in bird

321 spread close vowel

% round, close, front vowel as u French du
2 close, back vowel as oo in pool

] half-close, back vowel

% diphthong a u as ow in how

10. Nasalisation of the vowels is indicated by the sign [::2] which in
combination with a tone-sign is reduced to one dot below the tone-sign:

e.g., 2, 4, 71

o . T - o .
11. 3 is scarcely distinguishable from R e.g., Y is pronounced amu and

o
V3J padu.

12. The value of 3 in certain combination is so near to 3 that the foreign

ear finds it difficult to detect the difference.

13. The sound 3. lies between 324 and <) and is known by the phonetic
sign uu@. When in combination with ::2 it is not distinguishable from »

e.g. 3335 & ;2 are pronounced alike.



14. Tones.

Tones are certain modifications of the sound values of the words of isolating
languages corresponding to the inflections of agglutinative languages. These
modifications are of a composite character and may affect at one and the
same time the pitch, duration and modulation of the sounds. A tone may
therefore be described as to its pitch, whether high or low; its duration,

whether long or short; and its modulation, whether rising, level or falling.

Six different tones are indicated in Pwo Karen script but as the language is
pronounced by D.P. there are now only four tones. The terms used by the
Karens to differentiate the various tones, indicate the nature of the sign
used to denote them and provide no clue as to their pronunciation. It is
better to use a nomenclature which refers to the sound rather than to the
sign; and so, in the schedule below, the tones are designated by terms

which refer to their most conspicuous sound characteristics.

15. i. The high tone.
This is the tone implied when no tone-sign is used:

high pitch, short duration, rising modulation

ii. The middle tone ::2

middle pitch, long duration, level modulation

iii. The low tone ::J or

low pitch, short duration, falling modulation.

iv. The checked tone ::L or ::s

high pitch, short duration, modulation cut out by glottal check.

N.B. The indeterminate vowel, although it is not followed by a tone-sign, is

a variation of the middle tone but with shorter duration.



16. When the tone-signs follow 1 the <1 is omitted and understood; this is
the case also when i is followed by the sign [::3] indicating nasalisation.

e.g. olz is written ws.

17. Sound-shiftings between Pwo and Sgaw.

The Pwo and Sgaw dialects are very closely allied and in a large number of
cases the vocabulary is identical except for slight modifications. These
modifications of vowel, consonant and tone obey certain laws which may be
compared with those which govern the Aryan languages as expressed in

Grimm's law.

18. The following general principles may be laid down with regard to the

relationship existing between cognate Pwo and Sgaw words:

(a) Pwo has aspirated where Sgaw has the corresponding unaspirated
consonants: --

Pwo sl break | Sgaw mi

Pwo 035 bridge | Sgaw 31

Pwo qj] arrow [ Sgaw y|i

(b) Breathed consonants in Pwo are replaced by the corresponding voiced
consonants in Sgaw: --
Pwo o5z branch [ Sgaw 3

Pwo yj smooth [ Sgaw |

(c) Occasionally the reverse is the case: --

Pwo 3J see / Sgaw o:°>|:c>

(d) The formative affix is often omitted in Pwo: --
Pwo $1 bee /[ Sgaw mg
Pwo vig2 maiden [ Sgaw ?§m$1

[o] [o]
Pwo s mango [ Sgaw 2033



(e) Pwo w corresponds with Sgaw Q-
Pwo w1 before [ Sgaw é]
Pwo u31 easy | Sgaw é

©
Pwo w1s mercy / Sgaw 20:mpo1

(f) Pwo § or v corresponds with Sgaw v, ¥, ©, D : --
Pwo sﬂ'] old | Sgaw Ljﬁ
Pwo vz buy / Sgaw u1
Pwo 31 sow / Sgaw &
Pwo g2 few [/ Sgaw o1

o o

Pwo 34 clean /[ Sgaw &
(g) Pwo nasalised ] corresponds with Sgaw 3 -

Pwo 3aJ foot / Sgaw gfg

(h) Other nasal vowels in Pwo are represented in Sgaw by the
corresponding pure vowels: --

Pwo v4 heavy |/ Sgaw w1

(i) The middle, low and checked tones are usually consonant: --
Pwo vz rice [ Sgaw w1
Pwo wJ fish [ Sgaw pod

Pwo 2s itch /| Sgaw 203

(j) The high tone in Pwo sometimes corresponds with the low tone in
Sgaw: --

Pwo wl sail /| Sgaw wi

(k) The low tone in Pwo sometimes corresponds with the high tone in
Sgaw: --

Pwo w1 wife /| Sgaw ol



19. Pronunciation is the same as in English.

20. Figures are the same as in Burmese.

The Structure of the Sentence.

21. The order of words in Karen may be illustrated by the following simple

o (<] - -
sentence: ©222J0JC0. S' Bwa builds a house, 02 S' Bwa, subject;
- . o - (=} -
2! builds, predicate, nJ house, object; c01 a particle used to mark the close

of a declarative sentence.

A Karen sentence, therefore, resembles an English sentence in two
particulars.
(1) The order of words is: subject, predicate, object.

(2) The subject and object are recognized by their position in the sentence.

22. Modifiers may be added to the above sentence as follows:

(-] o N N O . ’ P
mvﬂgvﬂgoagaosﬁly?;loognga”'gq_nm'n. sometimes, old S' Bwa builds a house _

quickly, ONRN)2 sometimes, adverbial modifier; ossj] old, adjective modifying

002 %J demonstrative modifying 0; q]lq]‘! quickly, adverb modifying 3jc0y.

In a Karen sentence, therefore: --

(1) An adjective modifier follows the noun which it modifies.

(2) An adverbial modifier stands after the verb and its object, if it have
one; but,

(3) An adverbial modifier denoting time may stand at the beginning of the

sentence.

Parts of Speech.
23. The Karen language has the nine following parts of speech; nouns,
pronouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions, interjections

and particles.



24, But it must be understood that the distinction between the different
parts of speech is by no means so sharply defined in Karen as in English.
The same word will appear now as this, and now as that part of speech,
according to the office it performs in its sentence.

Thus in the phrase 6313331, a big house, 34 appears as an adjective;

- o O . . o
in nJ3J0o1, the house is big, 3J appears as a verb;

- o [e] . [¢)
in nJ33043J, the bignesss of the house, 3J forms a noun.

25. Among the most striking peculiarities of the Karen language are its
paired words, or couplets. Sometimes two words of analogous signification
are united to form a word of slightly different meaning from either;
sometimes the couplet consists of two synonymous words; sometimes it
consists of a significant root which, out of the couplet, has no meaning.

Couplets are found among nouns, adjectives, verbs and adverbs.

26-27. A proper noun is usually preceded by the name of the class to
which the individual belongs; asggge Burma, (as meaning countrz;) 63003.3

Rangoon (os meaning city.) Names of men are preceded by the particle o;

e.d. ogwsl S' Shwe Young. Names of women are preceded by the article $3

e.g. :?8331@"1 Nant Aung Pyu.

28-30. Common nouns may be derived from: --
(1) Verbal roots.

(2) Adjective roots.

(3) Other noun roots.

31. Nouns are formed from verbal roots in the following ways: --
(1) Abstract nouns of action are formed: --
(a) By prefixing the particle so4 to the verbal root;

e.g. from the root o2, to go, is formed the noun 04002 going, journey.

(b) By simply using the verbal root as a noun, qualifying it by a

demonstrative adjective;



e.g. ‘?do)S&J%J w3 J2J3:L. | don't understand what you say.

(2) Nouns of agency are formed by prefixing v person, to the verb, and at
the same time affixing 8J; e.g. (JJC\;)?.&)J(%J a traveller, sometimes the affix Y

is omitted.

(3) Instrumental nouns are formed by prefixing %J to the verbal root;

e.g. os, to shake, %Jos a pudding stick.

(4) Nouns denoting where an action takes place are formed by prefixing oos,

place, to the verbal root; e.g. ©1, to sleep; cos01, a_bed.

32. Abstract nouns of quality are formed by prefixing to the adjectival root

. [o] o
the particle sod; e.g. 3J, great; s043J, greatness.

33. Nouns are formed from other noun roots in the following ways: --

(1) Diminutives are formed by adding 8.1, young, little, to the noun root;

e.g. oé.l a_dog; oéJfoJ, a little dog, a puppy.

(2) Gentile nouns, and all nouns expressing residence, are formed by affixing
&J to the name of the place, e.g. 0s, city, 638J, citizens. The particle v is

- e o e 0 O
generally prefixed as well. e.g. 3202, Burma, V32n20J Burmans.

(3) Two or more noun roots may be combined;

o (o) . o
e.g. gL river, 3Jo2:3J knee.

34. Noun couplets are formed by the combination of two noun roots, each

of which is generally followed or preceded by a particle, which serves to
O o o o O O o O . [}

connect them: e.g. 00J2JCOJDJ, Or COJVWICLIVI, birds, 30433304002, grace,

o (o] o
3040230402, goodness, V01V my country, §VIg002 your descendents,

azr"wgs'av‘!, his buildings. In the last three examples the connecting particle is

a personal pronoun in the possessive case.



Gender.

35-38. The Karen language recognizes only natural gender.

39. The gender of indeterminate nouns may be distinguished by the following
affixes: V31 or masculine, applied to human beings.
LeJ or ©J feminine, applied to human beings.
w1 masculine, applied to animals.
o - = . .
o feminine, applied to animals.
o - [¢] o .
e.g. wJoJ child, ©J2J3DI boy, ©J2IDY] girl,

- o
mJ horse, mMmIJIv1 stallion, moJo mare.

Number.
40. Karen nouns convey of themselves no idea of number; e.g. the noun 5..;

may mean house or houses. The number is often left to be inferred from

the context. When, however, it is desired definitely to mark the number, this
can be done.

41. The singular is denoted by the numeral, m or co; e.g. 5gmtﬁg, AlcoylJ.

o o

42. The plural may be noted in the following ways: --

(1) By the use of a numeral adjective;

o o O o o
e.g. 0J314]J two houses, 0J3J4|y many houses.

(2) By any one of the following affixes cowJ, the usual affix;

e.g. AJoows houses. 33 used with the vocative, or with pronouns;
\No

e.g. 00d1wodJe, brethren.

:2013J they

3Jcows used principally with pronouns; e.g. 32013Jcovs they.

(3) The plural, when used to convey the idea of generality is often

expressed by a couplet; e.g. AJ3Jv13), houses or buildings in general.




43-44. With regard to case, the "absolute case" alone calls for remark as
being peculiar to Karen. Its function is to name prominently at the beginning
of the sentence, and thus to emphasize the person or thing about which
some statement is made in the remainder of the sentence 5gmcﬁg$J wy2wos.

| have bought that house.

45. In Karen, as in English, the case of the noun is indicated, not by
inflection, but by the position of the word in the sentence. Where this is

not sufficient, recourse is had to particles.

46. Regularly, the subject precedes the verb, and the object follows it; e.g.

° -] . -
©222J0J00Y, S' Bwa builds a house, o2 the subject, precedes the verb, 2%

and AJ the object, follows it.

47. Karen nouns, like English nouns, are often governed by prepositions; e.g.

o [} [o] . o [o] .
wae0200d0tmd2 | am going to Rangoon. Here osona2 is governed by the

preposition ®2c0d. Nouns follow the preposition by which they are governed.

(N.B. ®2 is often omitted e.g. wc\?amaésmgg.)

48. Where in English a verb has two objects, or one direct and one indirect
object, the Karen may place either one as the direct object of the verb, and

the other will then be governed by the preposition cod4; e.g. where the

English says, / give S' Bwa a book, the Karen may say, wgwogamacél.cod")g

o o (=]
or UD(?JC\'JLC\)U).!C\)JQ%?C\)'I.

49. In Karen, verbal nouns as well as verbs may take objects;

e.g. aoass.le?aa love /for) you.

50. A noun in the possessive construction is joined to the name of the

thing possessed by the particle 32; e.g. wo:)ba:raﬁ;l S' Bwa's house.




51. A noun in the vocative case is followed by the particle g,
e.g. 0MN2e S' Bwa.

(N.B. D.P. pronounce ¢, as ni’a.)

52. Substantives in the absolute construction stand first in the sentence, free
of all grammatical relation thereto, and are usually followed by the
demonstrative adjective, wea or %J; e.g. 6:!3591% ooge?googgmg'n, that _house,

S' Bwa built it. Here 8:! is in the absolute construction, followed by $J,

that. Occasionally the particle »J takes the place of the particle w2 or %J;

- o (-} (=} (=}
more commonly it follows one of them, e.g. 0J32015J0J, ©0N23J00J0I1C0.

Pronouns.
53. Karen Pronouns are principally Personal, though Interrogative and

Indefinite Pronouns exist.

54. There are no Relative Pronouns in Karen. Relative clauses are common;
but they are connected with the nouns which they modify by means of the
conjunction o4, the pronouns used being personal pronouns of the third

person.

Personal pronouns.
55. In Karen, as in English, the personal pronouns are declined, the cases
being marked by case forms. The following tables exhibit the three personal

pronouns in their various numbers and cases.

Gender is not distinguished.
Singular / Plural

(First Person)

Nom. w / v

Poss. w [/ v

Obj. wJd2 [pronounced wea by D.P.] / vd2 [pronounced vz by D.P.]



(Second Person)
Nom. 5 / 331

Poss. 3 / §3
Obj. $s2 [D.P pronounce it se] / 31

(Third Person)
Nom. 3201 / 20134
Poss. 3013 [/ 3013)3

Obj. =201 / 32013J

56-57. After the verb ‘3’ to be, the objective forms of the personal pronouns

- . . (=} (=] . .
are used instead of nominative forms; e.g. gwaam‘l. (not tguoco‘l.) it is I,

58. Besides the regular pronouns, Karen possesses a pronominal affix oa.

This is affixed to verbs in the third person, particularly in subordinate
clauses. It is also affixed to pronouns of all persons in forming compounds.
When o1 follow a verb it is never an object; e.g. 63&&0&25?391%1, §3Je) the_

house which S' Myat built, have you seen it? There 01 refers to the

subject, §' Myat, and not to the object, 6.3. In this construction 013J is

often used like o1.

59-61. The simple forms tabulated under 55 form a base from which a
number of pronominal forms are built up, by means of the particles o1 and
3J, the word ‘?180'], self, and the demonstrative adjectives, we this, and %J
that. Such forms are generally self-explanatory. Their cases are indicated like

those of nouns. The more common forms are noted below.

Singular / Plural

st Pers. w13y, U313l / vo13l, VOIS

2nd Pers. $013J, §13! / §310134, §3101
3rd Pers. 301, 32013J / 32013J, 32013000}

[ugo'laJ and §13J are the forms used colloquially.]



62. The absolute forms of the pronoun (Iike the absolute form of the noun)
are generally followed by one of the demonstrative adjectives wea and %J

- - (=} (=] o © (=}
and sometimes by the particle 22J; e.g. U13JW2, 32010J5J, §13J:J.

63. In the absolute forms, 3J is often omitted.

e.g. U1, Wwa2JANL, as for me, | cannot go.

64. In the first and second persons, the objective form often takes the place
of the proper absolute form.

e.g. wde, wmoo.lcxgaa%m As for me, | shall have to go.

65. The use of the absolute form is illustrated in the following sentences;

(<}
$013JW2 $002I:NL as for you, you cannot go.

o © o (=] o o (=} - . .
32013J§J I0JIICDI0ZDIIWICOT as for them, their house is in Rangoon.

Intensive Pronouns.
66. Intensive forms of the personal pronouns are formed by adding to the
possessive case the word ‘T‘la‘ﬂ’ self, and the particle 013J. They are as
follows.
Singular / Plural
1st Pers. wﬂao'la.lwg'l / uﬂao']awg'l.
2nd Pers. ﬁ?ﬁ?‘!ao'ls.l?g'l / §5J3a§18013.|91.

3rd Pers. :n.?‘!so'la.lg‘l / 33915139‘?130']3@1, 33:?‘!&15J3J91.

67. The forms are used in apposition with a substantive, for emphasis.

e.g. oogasa‘?lso']mg‘lmc\?ecxg'l, S' Tun himself will go.

wmcgawﬂso']s.lwg‘lc&. I will go myself.

68. The same thing may be indicated by affixing the forms 3Ju1, 3Juo1 etc.

to the verb. e.g. §5Jmc\3a31§5191c\%1. you will go yourselves.




69. The forms mentioned in 68, affixed to nouns which follow a substantive
in the possessive, convey the same idea as the English word owm;

e.g. WadL3JWO1, wC\?)I.SJ(.%J my own book.

Reflexive Pronouns.
70. Reflexive forms of the personal pronouns are made by affixing to the
possessive case the word os self. They are as follows.
Singular / Plural
1st Pers. wos [/ vos
2nd Pers. 395 / §31390s

3rd Pers. 3225 |/ 32925

71. These forms are used as the objects of the verbs, when the person
affected by the action is the same as the person performing it; e.g.

otzsegsmgsaosagu S' Myat stabs himself. These forms always appear as

direct objectives, while the intensive forms previously described are generally
used in apposition. An intensive pronoun, however, sometimes takes the

place of a proper reflexive.

72. The pronoun 3 may also be classed among the reflexives. It takes the
place of the personal pronoun of the third person in indirect discourse,
referring to the speaker;

o o (=] .
e.g. WOJ105QVIPMA2CY, My son says that he /son) will go.

Possessive Pronouns.

73. The possessive pronouns mine, thine, etc. are formed by affixing o1 or

204 to the possessive forms of the personal pronouns;

o © N (=} o © N (=} . .
e.g. QOLSIYU0I00T, COLSIYUOI0ICDT, that book is mine.

74. o1 and so4 may be similarly used with nouns in the possessive case;

o © (-] o © (=] -
e.g. mL§J§wgsg1m1 or coL.?nggsazaoacm, that book is S' Myat's.




Demonstrative Pronouns.
75. Properly speaking, the Karen language has no demonstrative pronouns.
Their place is supplied, however, by combining the demonstrative adjectives
032, this and %J, that, with the personal pronoun of the third person.

sag'nf)e this, 399112,.1 that.

Interrogative Pronouns.
76. The Interrogative adjectives described in 101 and 102, are used also as

- - (-] - .
interrogative pronouns; e.g. :ng'leaao&*.lcﬁ.l what is he doing?

35 ?
$3JUCLICVN2C0Y whom do you see!

6J%1cﬁg$.| §33Jgsoocﬁ.l 1403, which of the two houses do you like?

o (] o

77. The interrogative possessive pronoun, whose, is formed by affixing o1 or
N . ° =]
P304 to the interrogative pronoun voo1; e.g. C\)L3391wa§om191c\3.|;

o (=] - -
ml.:3991we§om1saaoac6.| whose is this book?

Indefinite Pronouns
78. 204 is used as the subject of impersonal verbs;

N (=} - -
e.g. 304n13042001, It rains.

79. v or 30d is often used as an indefinite subject to a verb in the third
person singular, when we do not know, or do not wish to express, the

subject of the verb; e.g. 304 (or (j)) 3191(\9}1, somebody beat him.

80. v is often used indefinitely in the objective case to express people in

general.

81-82. 04 is used as an indefinite object to verbs which require one but to
which no definite object can be assigned;

e.d. uoaJaoac&, | see, literally, | see things.




83. Many of the indefinite adjectives described under 99 are also used as
indefinite pronouns;

e.g. $32J3JWI0s, gﬂeiwae?soﬁgsés, if you see any fish, buy me one.

Adjective.
84. Most of the roots which in English would be regarded as essentially
adjectival in their signification, are in Karen considered as verbs. Under this
head come all the roots expressive of quality; e.g. the root 02, expressive of

goodness, means, not good, but to be good. So with many roots expressive

of quantity; e.g. 3 means, not great, but to be great. And such words are

constantly used as verbs, the verbal meaning being the primitive one.

Adjectives of Quality.
85. Adjectives of quality are generally adjective (relative) clauses in an
abbreviated form. "A good man" would originally be expressed by VEIFRNR,

a man that is good. But it is commonly expressed in an abbreviated form,

VIR0, the relative conjunction, cod4, being omitted. It is sometimes still
further abbreviated by omitting the pronoun 32, when it would stand simply

?Qa, 96‘]292.

Adjectives of Quantity
86-87. Some adjectives expressive of magnitude are formed by prefixing the

particle vs (very) to verbal roots. Such adjectives immediately follow the

nouns which they modify; e.g. ?sﬂwsg.l a great man.

Numeral Adjectives.
88. The following are the cardinal numerals.
o o N [o] o °
2 i1, | §% Q 24, G O, § W, 6 ¥, 2 &, ® Vs, @ 31, 20 MO,
o (=]
22 M3010041, D00 MUWRZ, D000 MOO1, D0000 MWL,

200,000 (YD(?S, 9,000,000 mgs, 90,000,000 MMe.



89. A numeral adjective almost invariably follows the noun which it modifies,
and is itself followed by an auxiliary word expressing some quality of the
noun to which it refers; e.g. ?ﬂacﬁna, five men. n2 is the numeral adjunct

used in speaking of rational beings. oq?']oa'!?e three buffaloes. 32 is the

numeral adjunct used in speaking of quadrupeds.

90. Numeral Adjuncts.

N\ . o O N\ [ N\
mJ the bend of a river 0013|LMMJ or IMM)
N\ - N o N
me a strip of bamboo or wood olmme, dJmme2
ms a piece of bamboo or wood oJmms, 5:!(7)0?5
1 a burnt stick :‘Sg?msl

(1) a stick %J?L(’O?L (2) a petticoat %'m)aln.

QorQ O/
-

- "I [o] (2] o
J couples, pairs, guns, carts, vglmas a yoke of buffaloes, me™3J a gun,

o
ImaJ a cart.

° 2

31 sides of things ag%‘lg‘l two feet

g2 coils omyjz, q]emeug
32 garlands 81(’035

n2 rational beings v§2dJdINe

- - o
1 a portion of kauk hnyin veazzmai

(-} e
two handfuls NIMNJ, 011NN

#© Do Do
o

J one handful NIMOJ, 0101MOJ
501 stories, flats mao'!%wol
02 ears of paddy c?.lmsSa
3041 verses cétmsoa‘!%‘laoa'!
sole races, nations ?sﬂamsoia
o1 baskets NIMoN

0J words soaq]gmo&J

o0s trees 3JMOs

4 posts, trees S.Jmo?g

) bundles 0JmMm

01 rolls qjmooR'l

3s tides c01M3s



32 quadrupeds 0J5132

o o] o o o
32 bees, nests §1M32, 00JPIIM3I?
=] o O =]

3J group of persons nJwIM3J

o] (=] (o]

vz heaps c©31mMUL2

=] o

vs flowers 01304305105
vd2 openings Ggooe]'goalmg
91 felled trees Sgrmf'l
o) - - . .
q)J spherical or approximately spherical objects

o © o o o o o o [o)
(m‘!e'lo.lmq_lg, 0Jmy[d, Y[, mMemyyl, mzaoal‘?gm«ug)

o . o o o o o -
N (1) flat things w.lmoo;l/ml.moo;l (2) fowls etc. ©0Jm»J one bird
(=] - . (=]
2 cylindrical 0Mm N2

o2 a thing soamég%wa

=) N =)

91 words 3043j2mM1

o o o o

ws T.P. w D.P songs and poems 3042532JC0WE, F0JISIVICOWY

s places s0Lmoos, ¥sSMVs

91. There are a number of words denoting portions, quantities or collections,

which are used in a similar manner to the numeral auxiliaries;

e.g. oB‘lmnf;)s a_drink_of water, ysm@J a handful of sand.

92. When there is no numeral adjunct proper to a noun, and sometimes
even when there is a numeral which might be used, the noun itself is

o o

repeated after the numeral; 0smo: a city, asmas a_country, 53mm a house.

(]

93. Sometimes there is a choice of numeral adjuncts for the same noun;

© o}
e.g. ?LOJC\)UD‘A, ?LOJC\)L“BI an_eye.

94. Numerals are sometimes prefixed to the nouns which they modify;

e.g. MosNIMo: from town to town, &%eﬁ‘l%a five or six days.




95. The numeral adjuncts regularly follow the numerals with which they
stand. But when the numeral is ten or a multiple of ten, the adjunct
precedes the numeral, and is itself preceded by the particle 32;

e.g. (1)61123302%13031 twenty men.

96-97. The formation of the ordinal numerals will easily be understood from
the following examples.

:29J0smne the first (man) [ 329J00s means beginning

:23J0smo2 the first /thing)

.?mamna the second /man)

o.neemea the third /thmg)

m:lsam:?a the fourth / quadruped)

98. Multiplicatives are formed by affixing os to the cardinal numerals;

e.g. 2d10s threefold.

Indefinite Adjectives.
99. The numeral adjuncts form the basis of a number of common idioms
expressing ideas of number or quantity.
(1) Certain indefinite numeral adjectives are combined with the numeral
auxiliaries, in the same manner as the cardinal numerals. These are 32J

many, §2 few, and ox|s several

o o .
e.g. VJ2J31RIN2 many boys, 0IdJYIg2N2 few girls, VeROON||sN2 several men.

(2) The numeral m or co one, with an appropriate numeral, often has the

sense of the English indefinite article, e.g. q]'!mcﬁg a boat.

(3) The numeral m or oo one, with a reduplicated numeral is used in

referring indefinitely to a person or thing; e.g. veJmnzne some woman,

301MDJNJ some fowl.



(4) The indefinite adjective of quantity, mg2 or g2, some, is formed from

the numeral m or co by means of the particle $2-

(5) The reduplicated form m§232 or Q22 is used in referring indefinitely
to more than one person or thing;

veeMmsese some men, 51m1m§§§§ some pencils.

(6) In a similar way are formed

M30s Or O30S, MaDsS3OS Or cO30s30s, a little.

(7) Universality is expressed by placing a numeral auxiliary between m or oo

and oolool; e.g. mégm']co'] every thing.

(8) The same idea is expressed by placing a numeral auxiliary between ms

o
and 3s; e.g. V§eMsN23s every man.

(9) Completeness is expressed by placing a numeral adjunct between c041

and w1; e.g. 6300&1«133(»1 the whole city.

(10) A complete number may be expressed by affixing QL or wn, to any

one of the ordinal numerals; e.g. oalégc?ll., 2d102W1 all_three (things)

(11) Singularity is expressed by placing the numeral m or co with the

suitable adjunct between £ and c31; e.g. ‘?JmoacS‘l only one /man)

(12) Identity is expressed by placing the numeral adjunct between m or oo

and w3, e.g. veMN2V3 the same man.

(13) Utter non-existence of a thing is expressed by introducing a numeral

™ o © . .
auxiliary between $% and 3L, e.g. 00J32J533232L there is not a single dog.




100. Certain other indefinite adjectives of quantity are formed independently
(=] (=] (=] (=} o

of the numeral system. Such are CO3COL O 003ICVL, C03ADLO03301 of

ogszraC\Rtsaaa‘! all, which follow their nouns;

o (=] (=] -
e.g. U§2003CL Or LE2003IPCVL all men. oc0s3)J whoever, or whatever, which

- (=]
precedes its noun; e.g. CbSSJ(j)ﬂZ whatever man.

Interrogative Adjectives.
101. The common interrogatives are vooi1MmnN2 or cona referring to persons,
(-} o . .
and 0d3I0L2 referring to things;

e.g. §81masos]wm1mnac\3.| with what teacher did you come?

o (-} o u
?ﬁJSSS’B;ImJ?J F22J000200) what fruit do you want to eat?

After aoas.l, coég may be omitted, in which case the construction would be

\ O e N
?:?DJSSS'D;ImJ?J 2JQOJ.

102. An interrogative with a selective force is formed by prefixing co to the
appropriate numeral adjunct;

[o N -] o o - -
e.g. .§:3'3Jasseoo:ng:ngc6.l which knife do you want?

103. Interrogative adjectives of quantity are made by prefixing s0s to the

indefinite adjectives of quantity; e.g. as3J how great, s34 how much, _

how many. i,o?.lngaBsa'aJc\SJ how much paddy have you? These are used
both in direct and indirect discourse. In indirect discourse they sometimes

- (=] o o \ ©
suffer reduplicaton; e.g. $0232J30532J053IC0I$I WJWIANL, I do not know _

how much money you have.

104. Interrogative adjectives of number may be formed by prefixing y to the

- o (=] o
numeral adjunct; e.g. §m|.:33.|g°:n;|¢:\3.l how many books have you? These also

may be used in indirect discourse.



105-108. The Karen language has two definite demonstrative adjectives,

uge, PR this, and $J, 3a$.| that. They may modify the substantive element,
be it noun, pronoun, phrase or clause. $J is used to mark the end of a
noun clause, or of a series of adjectival modifiers of a noun;

e.g. (JJ?JOSﬂ]sagemasa:reug'l maﬁgwgmoa%J, §w8c61,

the good old woman who lives in the house is my mother.

Adjectival Couplets.
109. Adjectival couplets are affixed to the nouns which they modify. Such a

couplet consists of two adjectival roots, each of which is preceded by the

particle 32. e.g. VeRIPN2I? N2 a good man.

Comparison of Adjectives.
110-111. The comparative degree is expressed by affixing %..; to the

adjective, e.g. 2z white, oga%.nu whiter.

112. The superlative degree is formed by affixing oL to the adjective

ogeo?L whitest.

Verbs.
113. Karen verbs express actions, states, or qualities;

e.g. a2 to go, 34 to be, ne to be good.

114. Karen verbs may be divided into transitive and intransitive verbs. Many
verbs which in English are regarded as intransitive, in Karen are regarded as
transitive and take an object; e.g. the verb o02 to go, is often used with

the object =04.

115. In Karen, a verb which can take an object generally does take one.
When no definite object can be assigned, the indefinite object so4 is

frequently used; e.g. w3Js04 / see. See 81-82.



116. Karen verbs have no inflections, properly so called. The accidents of
voice, mood, tense, person, and number, are expressed by particles

connected with the verb, or are left to be inferred from the subject.

Voice.

117. Three voices may be recognized in Karen; active, passive, and middle.

118. The verb in its simple and primitive form is in the active voice;

. (=] - - . . -
e.g. in the sentence w3J3201001, | see him, 3J is in the active voice.

119-121. The formation of the passive voice is peculiar. A few examples will

make it clearer than any explanation.

The following sentences exhibit the passive of the verb gJ, to strike.

o (=} o (=} .
WNJ04I3JWd2c01, /I am struck. 3201018043J01001, he is struck.

122. When it is desired to convey the idea that the subject voluntarily
submits to an action, the passive voice is differently expressed. In this case,
the verbal root is preceded by 3s or o: and followed by a reflexive

o O . . -
pronoun; e.g. 32013s3J320s he is beaten, he permits himself to be beaten.

mzsogsg.ls'aos, S' Myat is beaten, submits to being beaten.

123. Closly allied to this second form of the passive voice is a form used
to convey the idea that a thing is in a certain state as the result of an

action which has been performed upon it. e.g. 04MsI2 05 It is written.

124. The middle voice expresses the idea that the subject performs an
action upon himself. To express this the active form of the verb is followed
by the particle co2, and a reflexive pronoun;

(=]
e.g. w3Joowosao, /| see myself.




Mood.

125. There are only two moods in Karen, the indicative and the imperative.
126. The primitive form of the verb is indicative.

127. The primitive form of the verb may be used in the imperative;

e.g. o0z, go!

128. When a verb is in the imperative mood the sentence (if expressing a
command) commonly ends with the particle s0s

(=] ° . l
e.g. Q02004N01NIF0J0S, go to him!

129. The particle ool is sometimes affixed to the verb in an imperative
sentence where the idea is that of entreating a superior;

o "I °
e.g. 0Jnacoludesos, bless us.

130. In giving permission, m3J or »J sometimes takes the place of s0s,

(=]
e.g. Q02mM3J, QVMJ go.

131. A sentence expressing a prohibition ends in co0g;
e.g. adecon2 do not go. In such cases the verb may be preceded by ‘?f’n

. - (=] o (=}
and the negative particle oos; e.g. §9J00:0020002, do not go.

132. A precative sentence is introduced by the particle g and otherwise has
the form of a sentence expressing command or prohibition;

o - (=) -
e.g. gueaaos, let us do it. guooseamga let us not do it

Tense.
133. The verb standing by itself conveys no idea of time. It may refer to
past or present time according to the context;

e.d. ooaoal‘?gc\en may mean / sit, | am sitting or | sat.




134. An action the performance of which is contemplated, is expressed by

prefixing the particle m or & to the verb. This form is commonly used to

express a future action; e.g. wMmMae, uogc.\o)a I shall go, | will go.

135. The idea of intention or desire is brought but more strongly by
prefixing o to the verb;

e.g. ogsgagecxe)'n, S' Myat desires to go, intends to go.

136. Completed action is indicated by affixing the particle wos to the verb,

N
e.g. wnws | have come.

137. The same idea is more emphatically expressed by introducing 85 before

o .
ws; e.g. w3Jnzuws, | had seen it.

138. The Karens sometimes use both m» and ws with the same verb to
express an intention to perform an action immediately;

e.g. wmaoauds | should have gone.

139. To mark the completion of an action previous to a certain moment of
past time, o2 is affixed to the verb, and is often followed by ws;

o (-} N
e.g. UJ|[sa23sMNIF) I013JAD202Ws, before | came he had gone.

This usage is analogous to the English pluperfect.

140. An action dependent upon a supposed condition contrary to fact is
sometimes expressed by prefixing m to the root and affixing ws or SauRs;

(=] .
e.g. .?:?er\)nn.loos wmcgaSat.ﬁsm1 if you had not come | should have gone _

by this time.

Person and Number.
141. The person and number of the verb are to be inferred from those of
the subject, but a verb in the third person sometimes takes o1 after it;

o o (=}
e.g. V3JVs3JaD201001 the governor goes.




Compound verbs.
142. Besides the simple verbs, each of which consists as a rule of a single
syllable, there are compound verbs formed by combining simple verbs with

particles, or with other verbs.

143. A verbal couplet is formed by two verbal roots, each of which is

- - o (=]
followed by a particle; e.g. s&oSg%aoSg to believe. 3100J00100J to grow up.

o (-] o o
30500262002 to decrease. co2nJcoLNJ to tell. 801010401 to be holy.

144. The Karen language possesses a number of particles which are
combined with simple verbs to make new verbs of kindred signification.
Many of these particles were originally verbal roots, and are sometimes used
as verbs; but in the connection under discussion they are to be considered

as particles.
145. The following particles are prefixed to the verb: --

cq]g denotes a representing of the action as if done, often only in

appearance; e.g. mﬂa‘? to assume the appearance of laughing.

o - - o
ooJ prefixed to a few verbs, has a causative force; e.g. oo.lao?..p to wake up.
3s has a permissive or causative force; e.g. 3sqoe to send.

wJ has a permissive or causative force; e.g. wi3JooJ to increase /transitive)

(] - . (] -
s prefixed to a few verbs, has a causative force; e.g. 2s»J2Jw1 inform.
ve has a causative force, w231 to Kkill.

coe2 indicates the subject falls into the state indicated by the verb;

e.g. mggs to become tired.




co2 has also a causative force; e.g. cog% to make one laugh.

ol prefixed to verbs with the negative, indicates that the act is performed

imperfectly or in a slight degree; e.g. w?.lw1o13?|., I scarcely know.

146. The following particles are affixed to the verb: --

m32 has a sense of return, retaliation or opposition;

N N
€.g. ooem3eooe to return.

M3Juos has a concessive force;

e.g. ‘?6saoa$.| gmswﬁs admitting the truth of what you say.

g'l indicates that the act is performed by way of trial; e.g. eeg'] to_try.

éL denotes that the action results in a separation; e.g. eaiél. to take away.

nd2 denotes that the act is performed by way of assistance;

e.g. cd2nde, to go together with one.

0l denotes that the action is done carefully, or stealthily;

e.g. u?)ﬁ.l, to watch closely.

oL denotes that several persons or things act together;

e.g. w2yl to work together.

ds denotes that several persons or things act in company;

[°] .
e.g. Juscoew2 to eat rice together.

o2 denotes that the act is done from a distance;

e.g. Wz to look away. 3102 to behold afar off.




%042 denotes that the action is performed by way of assistance;

e.g. @wmmsaoagl?ae, I will help you reap.

501 denotes that an act is done before some event takes place;

o o - -
e.g. Ww3J01001RnJ | saw his house first.

s denotes that the act was done unintentionally;

e.d. n?)sems to utter an involuntary cry;

osors shows that the action is hastened; e.g. FPJsos eat quickly.

oL denotes that the action results in making secure; e.g. weooLooL to hinder.
coJ indicates an upward motion; e.g. c02o0J to go up.

ooL is affixed to a few words denoting separation; e.g. co2ooL to fall off.
035 denotes that the action results in arriving; e.g. C\geogg to arrive.

3J indicates that the action results in forsaking; e.g. SgaJ to forsake.

3J indicates independent action; e.g. WMU23JUT Or WO I will do it myself.

3J300L indicates that the subject defers some other action to perform the
one indicated by the verb;

e O . u o . -
e.g. 32J353J900L wait a bit. WMUIIIIL I will sleep first.

3J occasionally denotes certainty;

(-} (=} .
e.g. eoameea.lsaos:ﬁ'li».lcm, It will be sure to happen so.

3! indicates that the action results in observing; e.g. $Jco to remember.




3 indicates that the action results in obtaining; e.g. 3J3 1o find.
®: indicates that the action reaches unto its object; e.g. coews to go unto.

“fll indicates that the action results in going through;

e.d. cxgeuﬁl to go through.

»»J indicates that the action passes over to an object;

e.g. wmc@aao.l?aa 1 will tell you.

»s indicates that the action results in an ascent; e.g. colons to reach up.

co2 indicates a downward motion, literal or figurative;

e.g. aeco2 to descend, §2c0e to decrease.

o3J indicates that the act is performed by or for imitation;

=} o o
e.g. dJo0J to teach, wacdJy to learn.

oL indicates reciprocal action;

o [e] (=]
e.g. v|mis3xvIOLLISAO1, we should love one another.

21 indicates an incipient action;

(=] N\ [¢] o 6 -
e.g. 003POIMIDIIIVSIISI, when he had just become governor.

32 affixed to several verbs. See Dictionary Part | pages 161-164.

Dependent Verbs.
147. A verb depending on another, follows it immediately, without undergoing

any change of form; e.g. :ng'nmdm@iseagu\g'l, he will try to do it. This is

the common construction for expressing suitability, necessity; etc.

o (-] (=]
e.g. v|miscoecd, / should go, §0J0200, you must go.




148. Where in English two verbs are connected by the conjunction and, in

Karen the second verb may immediately follow the first, without a

. . -] (=] . .
conjunction; e.g. wmMaeRNIVIY2c01, | will go and cook rice.

Idioms in the Use of Verbs
149. The causative verb 32Jwd1 and the permissive verb q]a permit the
dependent verb to be preceded by a subject;
e.g. 339133.36:!1&»62(\31, he caused me to do it.

N o .
Y22 010020y, let_him_go.
The dependent verb and its subject may be regarded as a substantive

clause, forming the object of the causative or permissive verb.

150. Verbs expressing ability stand at the end of the sentence (or clause)
preceded by the verb expressing the act in question, with its subject and

N g = o (=] . .
object if it have one; e.g. 3201M5COLICOT, he can write. The verb and its

subject may be regarded as a substantive clause forming the subject of the

verb of ability.

151. The following list exhibits the common verbs of ability, with their

meanings and examples of their use.

mJ ability, considered with reference to physical health, or inclination;

N\ -
e.g. waJlso1, wNswsmMIpL, my foot is sore, | cannot walk.

Ms ability, considered with reference to the sufficiency of the subject;

o o
e.d. 3040232JC01J, WL2MSIDL, there are too many, | cannot do them.

3JIs ability, considered with reference to leisure;

o .
e.g. Ww30JdueIl, WadIMe]||s3atL, I am busy, | have no time to play.

23§c\)§ ability, considered with reference to the sufficiency of the subject; e.g.

3049232JC01J, WLMNeV2cLeIL, the work is too much, | cannot do it alone.




Y200 ability, considered with reference to the sufficiency of the subject;

e.g. 304u232JC0IJ w2y 3L, the work is too great, | cannot do it.

3 ability, considered with reference to effectiveness of effort; e.g.

© o - -
320132304u02IJ, WIJAO2I01532L, he has work, | cannot hire him.

»nJ ability, considered with reference to accomplishing the end proposed;

o ] ° =] - - —rr -
e.g. coLwamicoll, wwnNINL, this book is too difficult, | cannot read it.

2J ability, considered with reference to skill, also the generic expression of

s (-] - -
ability; e.g. W3JNJ$IMMIS, WW2IM, | saw it only once yet | can do it.

152. The ideas of suitability, agreeableness etc. are often expressed in a
similar manner to that of potentiality;

e.g. .?eeaoaogeo?gm, dare you do this?

wo&soiﬂ?wgt, | do not like to ride a buffalo.

o -
ueaaoawegaamgemJeJ, had we not better do this?

=] ° - - -
ww2s0dwie|misey, is it proper for me to do this?

153. The verb 8, expressing desire, takes so4 for its subject and is followed
by a verb denoting that act the performance of which is desired. This latter
verb is followed by os, self, with the possessive case of a pronoun denoting
the person who desires to perform the action. Then comes the object of the
verb of action, generally introduced by oo4,

[o] o .
e.g. 304U3JWOISIN0101, | want to see him.

o (=} .
329131&933(:?1&?2@1, he wishes to buy a buffalo.

154. Possession is expressed by the verb 3%J, to be in the following ways:

(1) The possessor stands as the subject and the thing possessed follows
the verb, with which it is connected by the preposition 3.

© NN (=] .
e.g. wNI3ImmImMe, | have a pencil.




(2) The thing possessed, modified by a possessive pronoun or noun, may

stand as the subject of the verb; e.g. Q)C\ODLSng:r};I, | have a book.

Adverbs.
155. Karen adverbs are mostly derived from other roots, though a few

strictly adverbial roots exist.

Adverbs of Manner.

156. Adverbs of manner are regularly formed by duplicating adjective roots;

(=} (=] NN -
e.g. 8J%0J, strongly, QIYd, qui kly.

157. Adverbs so formed very commonly take the affix coi;

(=} (=]
e.g. s0jJs0JjooL, very strongly.

158-160. Sometimes an adjectival root is used in an adverbial sense. This is
commonly the case when it is itself modified by another adverb;

e.g. 33916.3@191., he runs very fast. w&g&{lm?l., I do not run swiftly.

161. Many adverbs of manner are irregular in their formation;

e.g. Q02003Q230s, exactly.

162. Demonstrative adverbs of manner are formed by combining the
o . . - ] (-] .
preposition 231, like, with the demonstrative w2 and §4, or with o3J;
\N_ © \N_© o \N_© \N_© o N N
e.g. 201W2, NIW2:NIs, N1§J, 153035, thus 23124004, how,

o o
132251322, somehow. See 202,

Adverbs of Place.
163. Adverbs of place may be formed from the demonstrative adjectives w2
and $J in combination with the prepositions ogs, 4, 0O or 8191. They are
exhibited in the following table, 032 here, 03812».1 there,

N e © N (=] (<] e © e o e (o]
coQdJ or 39191004 where. oosooaooz‘?J or o0033Pe003P2 here and there.

(<] e o (o)
coJude here. codzs there. 0003J where. c0d32004322, here and there.




04wz, hither. C\)J$J, thither. c0o3J, whither. macﬁama$1, hither and thither.

164. The preposition cod forms adverbs of place in combination with such

=} -
roots as w1 front, 5‘! back, ocos above, coL below, ol beyond and 31 side,

e.g. codwa1 forward, mas'g behind, ovdoldn beyond.

Adverbs of Time
165. Certain adverbs denoting past time are formed by the prefix cod in
combination with roots denoting time, as follows: --
-} (2} . -
Qdne3e, this morning

(2} .
QOIY§2302, last night
o
QIYNIFR, yesterday

o (e}
QIFPI2M §1302, last week
(=] o o
Q04Q0232M N JINe, last month

o o
QIVIN2SI302, last_year

166. Adverbs expressing future time may be formed in two ways: --

(1) By the prefix [m2 T.P] [ D.P]
N ()

mMy2301/Mmys01, today.

N\ o - .
ma?m/m?m, this evening.

N o .

ma?.?e/m??a, tonight.

N\ © (o X~}

mn2/mne, tomorrow.
Monhz/moAe, the day after tomorrow.
rﬁasl/ngsl, in the future.

(2) By the prefix §3 followed by 3s.

o ©
$3523s, next day
-]
$8813s, next week

.?s%;lgs, next_year



(3) By the use of the preposition cod4, cf. 164.
C\)J51/C\)J5105§, afterwards.

(-] .
0Iw1/c0dwd1, in_the future.

e ©o
003wV dW, henceforth.

167-168. co4 is prefixed to some temporal adverbs when the idea of futurity

- - - (-] [e]
is not implied; e.g. coJvs0131, by day. cw«ugcwél, of old.

169. Many adverbs of time are not formed in accord with any rule;

e.g. q]lq]'!, quickly, ooJvs, always.

170. The roots 3s, still, yet, and cod2, any more, are adverbial by virtue of

their intrinsic signification. The following examples will illustrate their use;

e © o (=] . . . .
3291&‘!9.3(\”33(”61350)7{"53‘“?(\)1, he thinks he will still come several times.

o (=}
waD23s30L, I have not yet gone. 301N INIVI2HNL, he has no more paddy.

Numeral Adverbs.

171. Adverbs denoting how many times are formed from the cardinal

numeral, in combination with the affix N N2, once. %wﬁg, twice.

172. N2 is treated like numeral auxuliaries, and may enter into all the
combinations of which numeral auxiliaries are capable;

e.g. QoxN|2ws, simultaneously, at once (nr‘Jalazal)

LNeN2 sometimes

o .
mssq.lg:oas, every time

C\S:zq_lgw‘l, as many as four times.

173. Adverbs denoting which time are formed like ordinal numerals;

e.g. magoﬁsmaqjg, the first time, 24132002 the third time.

174. The particle mJ, v and )2 enter into certain irregular formations;

e © e © e 6
e.g. 003JMMJ, C035JC0VIY, CO3ICON)2, then, afterward, after that.




Adverbs of Degree.
175. Some adverbs of degree are formed like the adverbs of manner

described in 156 and 157; e.g. 3ng?|., greatly. 32J3Jc0L, much.

176. The indefinite numeral adjectives described in 99. (ﬂ) (Q) (E) are

often used with an adverbial force;

e.d. u):!BJgseesoJeasaguga?saéss?L, I do not like doing this work at all.

177. The following adverbs are intensive, 3|., $s and os.

They are used with adjectives denoting smallness or fewness.

178. A moderate degree is expressed by coupling two contradictory roots,
each of which is modified by a negative;

o o
e.g. QO3JI0s, ORIV, moderately.

179. Other adverbs of degree are irregularly formed.

° o o ° "I N\
e.g. $33053nL, not at all, ws»s about, coiJ, cocwd1 or colmime, too.

. - e © e o6 © o o © ©
180. Equality is expressed by w1v2 or w10J e.g. mgwcow']ooselvg or

e o6 O o (=} .
©10J3000sc01, he reads Sgaw Karen equally with Pwo Karen.

181. Inequality is expressed by combination of two contradictory roots

. " o \~ O o o
expressive of quantity; e.g. 3201 MI5I2J3J053I2PVICOVIIL, he should not _

love his children unequally.

Interrogative Adverbs.
182. Interrogative adverbs of time and place may be formed from the
interrogative particle odJ;

e 6 (=) o -
e.g. 313100J or 003103J where; 0sadJ when, whence, whither.




183. These are reduplicated in indirect discourse;
\N ©6 6 N\ © N\ =] \N O \ 0
e.g. 2010131310045 WIJWIFRL, OF F01N10031C0II1C0IFI LWIWIF]L,

| do not know whence he comes.

184. Interrogative adverbs of quantity are formed by prefixing s0s to

adjectives of quantity; e.g. a9s32J, &0s3J how much.

. . . . o
185. These are also repeated in indirect discourse. e.g. 39913J33J3591

° o -] -
aossa.laoss'a.lc\SJ‘?J w2JwmL, | do not know how much he wants it.

186. The interrogative adverb of reason is ooJ$1, whz?

(-] -
e.g. mJ§1§msanggac8J, why do not you eat rice?

Adverbs of Affirmation and Negation.

187. Assent is expressed by § or 3:.J.

188. Negative is expressed by affixing 3a1; e.g. 3ag181:r3|., he has not come.

189. A denial is expressed by a negative sentence,

e.g. 30101€J, NA13pL, has he come? No.

190. Adverbs of probability are irregular in formation;

e.g. MNJoomJ, perhaps. oosj] or sjlea certainly.

Conjunctive Adverbs.

191. The following are conjunctive adverbs of time es, when

e.g. GebgwaJd)J?@‘]%J me\ga:nJC\eﬂ, when | see your father | will tell him.

J|[s before;

o [e] (=] - -
e.g. QOJ||su2ISNIS UMIJ0I1ZIILY2D, we will eat rice before we go.




(¢} - o o (=}
PN2MS, 003042, while; 3201002804 N2MNSOVS 04050RIsCV1, he was hungry

while _he was going. See 222.

o . . - - o o o
192. 3s is used as a correlative conjunctive adverb; e.g. w3swaadJooL

w:"as:ﬁ.lgseaag.lc@rl, the more | study, the more | wish to study.

Adverbial Couplets.

193. Adverbial couplets are common; e.g. mas'aolmas'aagoés, in the beginning.

0:3>2003392, here and there, Q4 slowl
003322003322, » 49 y.

Comparison of Adverbs.
194. Adverbs which are derived from adjectival roots are susceptible of
comparison. An adverb in the comparative or superlative degree is in form
exactly the same as the corresponding adjective in the same degree;

e.g. 30916.3«{”%33301, he runs faster than his father.

Prepositions.
195. The Karen language has several prepositions,

N o o o =)
e.g. 3, 02Q0d, QOJ, 003, V2QV2, OsWe.
196. 3 means with, it governs the objective case.

197. d2004 means to or towards; it governs the objective case,

but ®2 is often omitted.

198. cod means at or from, according to the context. It seldom governs a
substantive directly, but usually governs a substantive in the possessive case.
ood in itself is extremely indefinite, and the secondary nouns are brought in

to make the meaning more definite.



199. The more common of the secondary nouns are exemplified below: --

(=} .
Q04300130230J, from him.

maaoep:rangoﬁs, by or near the teacher.
o o o
QO4U3JVS3I329J00S, at the governor's feet.

maw%goﬁs, by my side.
C\)Jogll.sfagl.w'n, in front of the chapel.

040001320031, behind the village.

o =}
QIWI|10031, on my back.

O O
QdNJI3|1, on the earth.

(=} -
Q04N 01002, On him.

QdAJud2, in_the house.

[} (o]
maogan, maogasawla.l, on the table.

o
QIWaJ, on my head.

c04AJvI00L/C0dAIZRVICOL, under the house.

ma&:ﬂadue/macj)sﬂe:nwue, among the people.

O .
Q0402010 :MN2042, between the villages.

maooopa%go&sowl., round about the village.

o]
QIWVI1INS, for my son's sake, for my son.

maaoa%.lazrég, an account of that, because of that.

o o] N\ o o N\ o o N (=}
maosooags'ao8/maosooags'ao3mws/maosmagsaossarrzg, about Rangoon.

o o O
Q0Jd0019sdJ, on the surface of the water.

200. o3: means in. It may govern the objective case.

201. z")gcxo)l., throughout, oLoL, round about, govern the objective.

202. 21 like, as, always govern the secondary noun gs, the object of
comparison being placed in the possessive case;

e.g. DOILR :731(9']333“31, the son acts like the father.

Sometimes the object of comparison is a noun clause, when 231 corresponds
. . . [¢] o o (=}
in meaning to the English as; e.g. 3wJw201 73139@192913995‘?Jm1, the son _

does as his_father does. See 228.




Conjunctions.
203. The Karen language has but few conjunctions, their place being supplied
by phrases which are equivalent to conjunctions. These together with the

more important conjunctive phrases will be found below.

Copulative.
204. 3 and, connects words and phrases. It may stand at the close of the

preceding clause or at the beginning of the following one.

3--3 both-and.

e.g. ugaoagcogﬁefﬁma, the Lord God created both sun and moon.

o o -} (=} N
c1--¢1 and -- also, e.g. $42C1091, UWI2CIVII, LISYIMDL, you are a man and | _

also am a man, we are not afraid.

© .
9235(\)(“1, again.
© =}
QOJWoR (or ?J) 92w moreover.
© e [}
QIR (OI’ ?J) FPVISI moreover.

g.i'l only.

Adversative.
205. 349 (at the beginning of a clause) but
m']ﬂ, m11<,1ms, m'lﬂoga, but

:?ngoo.loos, or else

A Y A Y -
Yn2--9nz, either -- or
n202--0202 either -- or

N A Y o N\ o o o - -
e.g. 31001902 COLYN2 Y25Wd2Q0L2U230S, buy me either a pencil or a book.

lllative.
\N N\ _© O N N ©6 \N_© (=} (-}
206. YD1$J00S, IPIYNISIMS, W2II5NIFIMS, FUO0DS, FP$I0S, and a few
other phrases, take the place of the illative conjunction therefore.

e

207. The temporal adverbs £s$.1cow1, and £s$.1comug, ogs.?Jmner, then,

sometimes have the force of illative conjunctions.



Causal.
N N ©
208. x2n3:»1We, because.
=3 . - o
FPM? because. This stands at the end of its clause; e.g. wozg23Me

wgoacﬁl.is?l., | cannot buy a book because | am short of money.

209. o®: when.

3J if. In this sense 32J stands immediately after the subject. See 223.

m']ﬂ though, stands at the end of its clause;

e.g. :raggng'lﬂ wmgoacxg'l, although the prize is high, | shall buy it.

éco']?w%%.loos, nevertheless.
o °

Telic.
210-212. co4 that. See 220. 9313s in_order that. See 225-226.

Particles.
213. Most of the particles have been treated under the various parts of
speech. A few which cannot be so treated to advantage are described here.
They are used at the end of sentences to indicate the character of the

sentence.

Affirmative Particles.
214-215. o591 is used with simple affirmatives. 211 implies that the statement

is a matter of course. ws implies assent or concession.

Interrogative Particles.
216. eJ is used when the answer expected is yes or no;

e.g. §3)301¢J, do you see him?

o3J is used when other answers are expected;

e.g. :?ee%.lcﬁ.l, what are you doing?



eJ--¢J, is used in a direct alternative question.

o o .
‘?33.lsscol.e.l, 510013.!, do you want a book or a pencil?:

but eJ--cdJ is used if the question is indirect;
o =] (-]
e.g. 32010020040032¢J, C\)JG‘IC\)%‘!C\;J?J wJWIIRL,

I do not know whether he goes to Rangoon or Moulmein.

Imperative Particles.
217. s0s, marks a command; N2 a prohibition;

(=4 . .
NJ, a permission or a somewhat urgent request.

Precative Particles.
218. »J at the end of a declarative or imperative sentence, asks for

consent. Hence it softens a command into a request;

o (=]
e.g. umongmJ:nJ, let us go home, shall we not?

(-]

Syntax of Subordinate Clauses.
219. Subordinate clauses are not only introduced by a conjunction or some
equivalent part of speech, but where they do not stand at the end of the

sentence they are also terminated by a conjunction or other particle.

220-221. Noun and adjective clauses are introduced by cod4 and terminated

by $J; e.g. 32012Jw1 masaw'lmsagg'l%.l L, he does not know that his father_

e - o (-] (=} o (=} .
will eat it. mtmamdlrrg;g'l?.l meaogancm, the book which _my father

wrote is on the table.

222. Some adverbial clauses are introduced by o4 or o0: and terminated by

a temporal particle, or by $J;

(-] . .
e.g. QOIW2NIPI W3IJIVUQ2$3N2IL, while | was going | saw nobody.

o (=] (=] o (=} e (=} . . .
3201320J32J 003WNJ3DJ013J5J001, his house is where my house is.




223. Conditional clauses are introduced by 32J, which stands immediately
after the subject, and are terminated by ons;

N (-] (=] g = . .
e.g. 3043JN10J2005 $MMNIBI, if it rains you will get wet.

An apparent, but not a real, exception to this rule is found in the case of

complex sentences, in which a subordinate noun clause will come before 32J;

(=} -
e.g. $002INIIMS QV2MJ, if you can go, go by all means.

224. =) is occasionally used to introduce a concessive conditional clause
- . (=]
ending in (\)'L?‘!Qe, or cu'lﬂ; e.g. soa:?.lr\nsoagm'lﬂga M NIc2001, even_

though it rains you will have to go.

225. Clauses of purpose are introduced by »13s and when not standing at
the end of the sentence are terminated by oos;
woSgongaﬁg :73135&1)(7)32392(81, | returned home that | might eat rice.

\~ O (=} (=} N © o o (=} .
27135§MI2J30J00J002S, $IDIF2DJVICOI, in order that you may recover, you _

must take medicine.

226. Negative clauses of purpose take the form of a prohibitory clause

preceded by 35135, and terminated (when necessary) by ons;

\N O (=] [o] o -
e.g. 93135§00:3010002005, $0IIPII50J321F]0L, iN order that you may not get

sick, you must not eat unripe mango.

227. Negative clauses of purpose are sometimes left without an introductory

- - o o (-]
particle, and are terminated by 95J3s or MIG|s; Q2NSAI0II2PIC0NE,

‘?mmgong)JgsC\gL do not go near the well, lest you fall into it.

228. Clauses of comparison are introduced by 231 and terminated by :rags%J;

N "l O © o] N\ © o (=]
e.g. M10VIw20132055J, PVIYV2Q1N1$IIPISD I, as the father does, so does

the son also. See 202.




